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Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) (Amendment) Regulation

In order to enhance and update the Regulation with a view to better protecting public health,
facilitating effective regulation and promoting harmonization between local and international
standards, Centre for Food Safety has introduced Food Adulteration (Metallic
Contamination)(Amendment) Regulation, which will commence on 1 Nov 2019.

The existing food categories of “all food in solid form” and “all food in liquid form” with specific
MLs targeting individual food/ food groups will be replaced by specifying metallic contamination
standards for individual food/ food groups of significant dietary exposure.

Overview of the Amendment Regulation:

Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination)
(Amendment) Regulation

Total no. of * Increase from existing 7 to 14
metallic * Additional metals: barium, boron, copper, manganese,
contaminants nickel, selenium and uranium
(7 newly added metals mostl
" g Total no. * Increase from existing 19 to 144

related to bottled/packaged . ‘ ;

drinking water or natural Maximum Of these 144 MLs, 85 made reference to Codex

i E KTERETA Levels (MLs) standards

-

Date of Commencement : 1 November 2019
Grace period : between 1 November 2019 and 31 October 2020 ; except - vegetable and their
juice, meat and edible offal and animal and poultry, aquatic animal and poultry egg which—
(a) has not been subjected to a process of preservation; or

\(b) has been preserved by chilling but not freezing.

(Enviro Labs Ltd. (ELL) is a HOKLAS accredited
laboratory (registration no. 128). Apart from
the existing 7 heavy metals, ELL has recently
get the accreditation on methyl-mercury and

inorganic arsenic.
\_ Maximum Level
(mg/kg)

Mercury Fish
(expressed as
methyl-mercury)

Arsenic (expressed  Fish 0.1
as inorganic .
arsenic) Husked Rice 0.35
Polished rice 0.2
Aquatic animals, 0.5
other than fish
Reference: = Maximum level of methyl mercury and inorganic
1.  Food Aduleration llic Contamination) (Amendment)Regulation arsenic on specific food type
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